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Countywide Trails Initiative



DRAFT Meeting Notes

April 30, 2014
Saratoga County Planning Office
Assignments in green – info since meeting in italics
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Saratoga PLAN/Town of Saratoga
Issues: 

· McGregor Prison Closing – Press reports may be exaggerated that decision is final to transfer property except prison buildings to Parks.  At a minimum we need to assure that Palmertown Trail is extended from Moreau LSP to Witt property.  The recreational potential of the open land as well as protecting the forest cover and water resources is significant.  Suggest County Board consider resolution in support of the open spaces being transferred to Parks.  T. Richardson will discuss w. Supervisors. Also members should reach out to officials to let them know of our support.
· Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan and Farmland and Open Space Grant Program.  Discussed how to raise the issues with the Board of Supervisors now that finances are recovering.  JSS mentioned that PLAN is getting 2-3 calls a week from property owners looking to sell/protect their development rights.  Moreau, Galway, Charlton, Saratoga, Stillwater to mention just some of them.  Now that both the state and federal grant programs are available again – the match that the county provided in the past is critical.  T.Richardson suggested that PLAN speak w. Supervisors where we have inquiries from farmers. 
· TDR – PLAN working with the Town of Stillwater on a grant for a potential transfer of development rights proposal. 

Goals for the County Board of Supervisor’s Trail Committee for 2014

1. Complete ROW acquisition to connect the Zim Smith Trail from Coons Crossing to Mechanicville.  JK reported that he is working on 2 minor contracts to complete the ROW maps and design remainder of trail.  Have been unsuccessful in the CFA applications since we did not have the ROW completed.   JSS concerned that agreement w. RR to use ROW expires in August.  Not sure how much of RR ROW will be needed if any.  TRichardson to set up meeting w. Supervisor Tollison, JK, JSS, MT and RR to discuss progress. 
2. Champlain Canalway Projects –
· Identify funding for construction of Waterford Section to meet Hallfmoon. WE reported that the Scenic Byway grant has been awarded to CHA for design of this section.  If the design is completed by late summer there is hope that county and town crews will complete much of the work. 

· Crossing Rts 4 & 32.  WE reported that project is the second priority in the Scenic Byway Grant.  WE hopes the funds will be able to cover this design.

· Support Town Efforts to complete trail sections. 

· JSS reported that NPS, OSI and Stillwater discussed the segment from Wilber Rd to the battlefield.  Discussions are being held to subdivide a portion of the OSI property with the trail and transfer to the town if they will accept.  Town considering CFA app.

· Saratoga pursuing trail connections from Schuyler house south to Garnsey.  Tow Path from Village of Schuylerville to Lock 5 under construction.

· Siege Trail – PLAN hired engineer to help with the permitting and construction management.  Town may assist with the grubbing. .

3. Advocate with NYS for the extension of the Palmertown Trail Discussed above.
4. Facilitate agreement w. DEC, Lyme and PLAN to allow access to the Spruce Mt Fire Tower. Meeting being set up – MT lead.
5. Assist and support Equine advocates in developing a trail system on county forest lands in Moreau.  JK reported that he and Jennifer Stevens from Cornell Coop Extension are working w. Steve Roppl to design the equine trail system.  The dates identified for work are: 5/6, 13, 19.  Cty providing off road vehicle and GPS.  Hope by June to have the basis of a trail system identified and then figure out what improvements need to be made.  MAM and LB to let advocates know. 
6. Update and expand the county and PLAN’s website/link to the county trails.  JK and Troy upload everything they receive.  Need to set up a process. 
7. Complete easement between Mechanicville and Cty – DONE!
.
JK mentioned that Supervisor Martin (Saratoga Springs) requested a tour of the county trails.  JK has shown him the ZS and the Champlain Canalway- taking him to Wilton and Moreau next week.

City of Saratoga Springs - Greenbelt Trail Committee
D.Myer reported that the city has held public hearings on the Greenbelt Trail Plan which was well received.  No substantial comments.  City Council will vote on Tuesday May 6th to adopt plan.  Volunteer committee meeting on the 8th to discuss next steps and priorities. 
Power (gas) Line Corridors – nothing new.  Need to follow up w. Ballston and Malta. Waiting for construction of parking area at Spring Run Trail.  City received permission and paid fees.
Snowmobile – No representative
Mohawk Scenic Conservation Byway – HO’G reported that the Mohawk Towpath Scenic Byway (www@mohawktowpath.org) recently conducted a Scenic Conservation Summit and asked their eight member municipalities to adopt the new Scenic conservation Plan prepared for the Mohawk Towpath Byway. 
Department of Transportation Project Radar List –
1. Rexford Bridge – pedestrian needs. JR mentioned that CP may ask that old bridge be retained for pedestrian/bike use.  SM and WE want to make sure that plans/construction include connection to existing and proposed trails along the Mohawk. 

2. Wilton Wildlife needs safe crossing on Route 50 between their two properties. MOlsen interested in pursuing.
3. MOlson asked about Jones Road connection to Gavin Park and WWF.  MO to check road ownership – county or state?
4. Crossing on Route 4 from Schuyler House to Fish Creek trail. PLAN/Partnership/NPS reaching out to DOT

5. Route 4 and 32 crossing for Canalway Trail from Halfmoon to Main Street in Mechanicville. Scenic Byway grant to study potential routes. DOT needs to be contacted by consultant.
6. Spire Falls Road crossing for Equine from Moreau County Forest to State Park. 

7. 9p shared access upgrades!

8. Rt. 50 crossing at Northline Road

9. Rt 29 between SS and Schuylerville – need bike lanes for entire length!

10. Rt 29 bridge replacements in Grangerville -need to accommodate bikes and access for kayaks. Vic.pulsifer@dot.ny.gov – engineer in charge of design.. 
Crescent-Vischer Ferry Trail – Not sure of progress on project.  Acquiring ROW west of Northway underpass proving difficult.

Towns: Cities 
· Milton – MAM - Open Space Comm meeting. Looking at Greenbelt from Boice to  Rt.29 park and to Middlegrove State Forest.  Sidewalks on Geyser Road continuing to SS.
· Saratoga Springs – WE – Geyser Road Trail – City applying for TAP funds for construction. Design work nearly completed.  Mayor supports trail from Northline/Rt 50 through Corcoran property (owned by city) to Woods Hollow in Milton. 
· Clifton Park – JR – Trail Plan being finalized.
· Mechanicville – TR – building at dock completed – showers (hot and cold) available. Also kayak dockage. 
· Galway – BL - several land protection projects being worked on.
· Providence – BL - working w. PLAN and Cty to extend trails – JK again offered to provide gravel for parking areas for access.  GPS given to Troy.
The Next Meeting is June 18, 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa
