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County Supervisor’s Trail Committee – E. Kinowski

E. Kinowski reviewed 6 top initiatives identified by Saratoga PLAN – 

· Coons Crossing to Mechanicville – Supervisors Richardson and Kinowski taking lead – discussed w. Supervisor Wormouth.  Need to sort out Reilly grant. Update – Supervisors voted unanimously $180k to acquire ROW needed for trail connection. J. Kemper directed to pursue w. Supervisors support.
· Web Site – Excited about the project that PLAN has done w. Chamber and county Planning.  See C. Ferraro notes.  Particularly interested in emergency services use of site. 

· County Forest Lands – Moreau and Providence – County approved contract to develop a “harvesting system” for forest lands. Need management plan.
· National Recreation Trail designation – J. Kemper directed to prepare application...due November.
· Spruce Mt Transfer – prepared synopsis for Supervisor’s review – will proceed when timely.

GPS Mapping Project of PLAN, Chamber, County Planning – 202 miles of trails mapped along w. 124 miles of snowmobile trails (some overlap in #’s)
Saratoga PLAN hired a SUNY Planning Student with a small grant that the Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce secured to get GPS info on ALL the trails in the county, federal, state, county, PLAN, Skidmore, etc.  Chris Ferraro has spent the summer creating the data and working w. T. Hilts at the county.  The County Planning Department will maintain the site. Chris demonstrated GPS mapping system along w. ability to overlay with Google earth maps.  Everyone impressed – will reach through the PLAN website. The Chamber’s may bring the link into their sites as well.
Zim Smith Trail 

1. Signage – comm. felt it was important that signage reflect that this is a county trail the Supervisor’s have supported.  Might consider in the future groups/business support of segments of the county trail infrastructure.

2. Connection to Mechanicville –  see above

3. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – S. Olsen agreed to set up a meeting with CP rail. Confirmed that second track will not require more ROW from DOT so bridge abutments at Old Ballston Ave will remain intact. Briefed us on the ownership of the bridge: Saratoga Springs owns access ROW, Railroad owns abutments.  Note: Meeting held with CP Rail to determine what locations made sense to have a separated crossing of the tracks. S. Olson arranged meeting attended by OPRHP and City of Saratoga Springs, J. Stokes and S. Miller.  Results were positive – report out at the next meeting.
4. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection- J. Ruhl checked and the approved site plan for DCG shows a 20” wide easement from Wood Road to Usher’s Road. Checking to see if paperwork has been filed. 
5. Discussed signage to show connection to Zim Smith – J. Kemper to check.
6. Ballston Lake Connection – JSS and SM met w. a National Grid representative to sort out what the issues were with the use of National Grid power and gas corridors in Ballston.  SM following up – suspect we will need additional meetings.  
LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – Malta’s plans proceeding – need to check on estimated construction timetable.
Power Line Corridors 
Champlain-Hudson Power Express. – no news urging Washington County to weigh in.
National Grid expanding power corridor to service LFTC PSC has approved expansion of corridor -trying to work w. National Grid on a number of potential trail projects
1. Saratoga Springs – potential parking area on National Grid lands adjacent to trail – Commissioner Scirocco has staked the potential parking area – waiting on NG’s response.  T. Murphy following up for us
2. Ballston – Outlet Road to Garret Road – See # 6 above.
3. Charlton Snowmobile Club – in contact on multiple segments. B. Bryant to check on contacts w. Oliver and Todd Curtis and let us know about potential trail use. 
Moreau Lake State Park - Equine – MA Morgan said that they haven’t met over the summer – will start up again this fall.  

JSS discussed extension of Moreau Lake SP through McGregor Prison property for the Palmertown Ridge Trail.  JSS reached out to Spa Park – haven’t had response. 
Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall – 61 miles) 
1. Waterford/Mechanicville connection – Supervisor Richardson pursuing

2. Dix Bridge – Saratoga County noticed construction bidding on the project – Canalway supporters thanked the county.
3.  Fish Creek Trail – re-examining requirements of federal grant.
4. Stillwater – E. Kinowski following up w. town trail comm. and PLAN.

5. Halfmoon – Hudson River Park opening next month – will have connection to tow path.
6. Tow path-Schuylerville to Lock 5 – considering smaller project.
Equine Opportunities – see above.

Spring Run Trail – see above
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail –see above

Information from Towns
· Malta – 2003 Linkage Study includes Minnerly Road connection – homeowneds association in litigation – suggest we check back in 8 months.

· Clifton Park and Halfmoon – held joint public hearing on project that would connect the Crescent Trail in Halfmoon with Vischer Ferry Trail system.  PLAN  attended hearing – supported route under the Northway. 
· Halfmoon – nothing additional

· Ballston – discussed snowmobile/trail connection and missing links.
· Milton – Farmland comm. meeting – working on redo of Master Plan.
· Saratoga – Fish Creek Trail – archeology underway on Brookfield Power lands.
The Next Meeting is Tuesday – November 8, 2011 – 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

