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DRAFT Meeting Notes

June 28, 2011
Saratoga County Planning Office
Assignments in green – follow ups in italics
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County Supervisor’s Trail Committee – E. Kinowski

J. Kemper reviewed progress for E. Kinowski on 6 top initiatives identified by Saratoga PLAN – 

· Spruce Mt Transfer – progress towards clean-up – suspect will go to Law and Finance Comm in July for contract.
· Coons Crossing to Mechanicville – Supervisors Richardson and Kinowski taking lead – discussed w. Supervisor Wormouth.  Working w. PLAN regarding Reilly grant.
· J. Kemper provided PDF of county trails to Chamber – part of the partnership w. Chamber and PLAN to GPS.  See Chamber/C. Ferraro notes below
· County Forest Lands – Moreau and Providence – subject of several initiatives – see Equine in notes. 

· Hennig – Saratoga PLAN proceeding w. trail design and construction – J. Kemper to meet w. PLAN so that connections to county forest lands are part of the design. 

· National Recreation Trail designation – J. Kemper directed to prepare application...due November.
· County Web site – J. Kemper asked members to look at site – believes that most of materials are on it – still need to deal w. attributes.

· Discussed ZS connection to Spa Park –
·  EK will contact Supervisor M. Veitch to arrange a meeting w. Kate Maynard in the city of Saratoga Springs. Hasn’t occurred
· Waiting for info from S. Olson (DOT) on potential ownership by DOT of RR crossing from Old Ballston Ave to Rt. 50.  Could potentially provide a bridge crossing for trail – abutments in place. Letter received – S. Miller raised additional questions. 
· Need to approach Milton for alternative connections through Woods Hollow, housing developments to Geyser Road – connections w. SW neighborhood initiative to connect to Spa Park and city. 
Saratoga County Farmland and Open Space Grant Program and Green Infrastructure Plan. J. Kemper indicated that grant applications are due in August.  
Saratoga PLAN Intern – Chris Stephens (SUNY grad student in planning) contacting towns/cities to update information on progress on GIP implementation – open space/trails/ etc. plans.  Report available at September meeting. 

Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce – T. Shimkus discussed Chamber’s interest in having accurate GPS and attribute data to upload/populate/install on their website.  They have a number of questions about trail opportunities and feel this is an excellent initiative for both economic development and tourism.  

C. Ferraro – intern w. Saratoga PLAN spending summer locating and getting data points for as many trails throughout the county as he can identify.  Looking for assistance to GPS trails – County Planning has a GPS unit as does PLAN (an older one).  

Zim Smith Trail 

1. Signage – comm. felt it was important that signage reflect that this is a county trail the Supervisor’s have supported. L. Smith-Holmes indicated that she brought her grandchildren to the trail to take a picture of them on the trail that bares their grandfather’s name and could not find a sign.  She will provide JSS w. picture.  Opportunities for business support as well. E. Kinowski to check on signage.
2. Connection to Mechanicville –  see above

3. County Route 45 Bridge Reconstruction over Kayderosseras – city said no to cost sharing.
4. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – waiting for DOT response and opportunity to reach out to city and Milton Supervisors. Response received – S. Miller addressing additional questions to S. Olson at DOT.
5. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection- J. Ruhl will check – believe that the DCG development is providing some trail access.  Discussed signage to show connection to Zim Smith – J. Kemper to check.
6. Ballston Lake Connection – JSS needs to contact Shannon at National Grid to see what occurred in the meeting – reports sound VERY pessimistic. 
LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – Malta’s plans proceeding – eminent domain on two property owners for the trail – one being Saratoga PLAN.
Power Line Corridors 
Champlain-Hudson Power Express. – no news -  waiting for use of canal corp land in Washington Cty needed for snowmobile/trail access for Champlain Canalway.
National Grid expanding power corridor to service LFTC PSC has approved expansion of corridor – not sure of specific trail items.  Trying to work w. National Grid on a number of potential trail projects
1. Saratoga Springs – potential parking area on National Grid lands adjacent to trail – appears stalled JSS to reach out to city and NG.  JSS/B Birge and NG met on 8/12 – looking at start on temporary permit for parking area.
2. Ballston – Outlet Road to Garret Road – JSS to reach out to NG.  JSS/S Miller and NG met 8/12 and reviewed issues.--appears trail as designed conflicts w. one of the power towers – SM looking into potential rerouting solutions.
3. Charlton Snowmobile Club – in contact on multiple segments. B. Bryant to check on contacts w. Oliver and Todd Curtis and let us know about potential trail use. 
Moreau Lake State Park - Equine – MA Morgan enthusiastically reported on meetings w. Park Manager who is excited about potential equine trail system.  Potential for carriage/driving competitions as well as other events when constructed.  J. Kemper indicates and MAM confirmed that the adjacent county forest land has been recently logged and when they backed out they made sure skid roads were accessible and left a large sand parking area that can accommodate horse trailers.  MAM and group will continue meeting w. Park Manager. 

JSS discussed extension of Moreau Lake SP through McGregor Prison property for the Palmertown Ridge Trail.  JSS to reach out to OPRHP and Senator McDonald to see if we can begin to discuss transfer. 

Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall – 61 miles) 
1. Waterford/Mechanicville connection – appears stalled – JSS needs to speak to T. Richardson. JSS also to check on ownership of EPA waterline (EPA holds only an easement on the land for the waterline – wants to “give” to either of the towns using the system.. Mechanicville continues to own fee interest)
2. Dix Bridge – Marlene Bissell - underwater surveys of the piers have been completed.  Design proceeding – still need ½ the match to the Federal Funds.  Snowmobile Club/Hudson Crossing have contributed towards the match.

3.  Fish Creek Trail –archeology on Brookfield Power lands underway.
4. Stillwater – E. Kinowski following up w. town trail comm. and PLAN.

5. Halfmoon – no info 
6. Tow path-Schuylerville to Lock 5 – G. Hodges lead – trying to design scaled down version that is acceptable to Canal Corp and OPRHP.  Town Highway crew mowed area making it more passable.  
Railroad Run Trail

DOT/CDTC Route 50 Study Area - Railroad Run south to Tree Nursery– Need DOT approval for Hawk Road Crossing System.  S. Olson indicated that NYSDOT has not approved this system anywhere – encouraged her to check w. Rob Cherry – really need this approval to move forward. .

Equine Opportunities – see above.

Spring Run Trail – see above
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail –see above

Information from Towns
· Clifton Park – Trails Master Plan underway – should be completed by fall.
· Halfmoon – nothing additional

· Ballston – discussed snowmobile/trail connection and missing links.
· Milton – Farmland comm. meeting – working on redo of Master Plan.
· Saratoga – Fish Creek Trail – archeology underway on Brookfield Power lands.
The Next Meeting is Tuesday – September 13, 2011 – 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

