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Trails Committee



 Meeting Notes

September 22, 2009
6:30 pm

Saratoga County Planning Office
Audrey Ball

Town of Malta

Bob Bryant

Saratoga County Snowmobile Club

Bill Clark

Corinth

Cary Engle

NYS Parks

Chris Lang

Ballston/Snowmobile

Raj Malhotra

DOT Reg 1 Planning/Bike-Ped, SRTS, Scenic Byway Coord.

Mary Ann Morgan
Milton Open Space/CCE

Scott Miller

Town of Ballston
Henrietta O’Grady
Halfmoon

Julie Stokes

Saratoga PLAN
Mike Wyatt

NYS DOT
J. Kemper unable to attend.

Saratoga County Web Site – J. Kemper reported to J. Stokes that planning office hoped to have trail info up on the web within a week.  Extensive discussion on consistency between trail sites – OPRHP, NY Parks and Trails and others.  NYPT site is excellent – does not include any Saratoga Cty trails at this time… needs to be rectified.  M. Wyatt stated that statewide transportation info on 511 includes updates for travel and handles inquiries.  M. Wyatt to collect relevant url’s for distribution.  Still need links between sites.

Zim Smith Trail 

1. Connection to Mechanicville – J. Stokes distributed letter that Pan/Am Norfolk Southern RR gave to Saratoga PLAN and the Town of Halfmoon.  They have offered 5.7 acres in two ROW segments to PLAN or another entity.  There are several conditions (the remainder of the ROW is acquired before construction on any portion is started and 7’ safety fence and other measures must be undertaken.)  Celebration ensued at the meeting and then discussed how to further the effort. J. Stokes meeting w. county to seek their assistance in acquiring the remainder of the ROW and ownership of the sections offered to PLAN.

2. Connection to the Village of Ballston Spa – Thanks to County Supervisors for providing the additional funding for the project over and above the stimulus funding.  Bid packages have been returned and the county expects to name a contractor during October w. a late fall start.

3. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – Committee formed of S. Miller, A. Ball, C. Engle and K. Kress to examine possibilities.

Committee met Sept. 19th – discussed alternative routes and delegated follow up tasks.
4. Complaints – a number of complaints of gates left open, vehicles on the trail and chains and locks broken.  Posts have even been removed by contractor and never replaced.  A. Ball has reported problems to J. Kemper.  Is it still the County Water Supply Project or do we have vandalism… suspect some of both. Need to reach out to J. Kemper and see what the solutions are.
Round Lake Bypass/Malta Trolley Line Connection.  
1. Open and functioning – Round Lake Village Trustee indicated that there is a huge difference in the village – traffic immediately dropped off. They are thrilled. 
2. Malta Trolley Line Connection to LFTC/round-about.  Malta still waiting for contract from Parks – A. Ball to check w. OPRHP. 

3. M. Wyatt – TEP $$’s still in the budget – RTD and Rec and Trails Grants are almost out. 

Luther Forest Trail System – A. Ball reported that trails along roads are paved.  Phase 1 of 100 acre wood is complete and open to the public. Not sure about signage – funding not identified. 

Saratoga County Trails Committee
1. Trail opened adjacent to Wilton Mall and Loudon Road.  Equine use is creating some problems but can be resolved. MA Morgan indicated that equine group planning trip to trail – J. Stokes suggested she let Supervisor Veitch know when they are going. 

2. Supervisors planning second trail in Wilton adjacent to Wilton Wildlife and Park.
Saratoga Spa State Park 
1. Draft Master Plan released – on line – comments by 10/9.

2. New Trails are complete as well as upgrade of comfort pavilions in southern/picnic area of park.

3. Received 9 proposals for gateway entrance to city and trail on Route 50/Ballston and West Avenue Intersection.

Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall)
1. M. Wyatt reported that group is developing a portfolio of different locations along the canal that need to be addressed for continuous trail.
2. Working on identifying places where it is difficult and/or ROW doesn’t exist - will schedule public meetings.

3. Dix Bridge – significant connection between Saratoga and Washington Ctys- will take trail across the Hudson at Lock 5.  Federal Trail funds approved for the renovation of the bridge – Saratoga Cty and the Saratoga/Washington on Hudson Partnership seeking $600k local share.

4. EPA Waterline – need Waterford contact/interest to resolve Mechanicville/Momentive/etc. issues.  
5. J. Stokes to set up meeting w. Mechanicville and Waterford.

6.  Saratoga PLAN received grant from Saratoga Washington on the Hudson Partnership for Fish Creek Trail as well as Member Item.  Need contracts w. state.
Equine Usage – MA Morgan gave J. Stokes grant possibility. 
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail – J. Stokes reported that DEC and Saratoga County are at an impasse.  The County has offered a 2+ acre parcel on Spruce Mt that contains the fire tower to DEC in exchange for financial penalties resulting from violations at the sewer plant.  Recent communications between the county and DEC indicate that DEC is preparing to sue the county and is unwilling to consider the Spruce Mt Property as an exchange.  Reportedly DEC penalties appear to be far in excess of the value of the 2+ acre parcel. To date, efforts to move this project along so that legal access to the fire tower can be obtained have totally stalled.  Can’t figure out a solution at this point in time.
Palmertown Ridge Trail 
1. Discussion about proximity of county forest lands to proposed trail corridor near Moreau Lake State Park.  Need to see maps,

2. County Water Authority Building – several commented that it needs screening. J. Stokes checked and significant screening will be installed at the end of construction. 
Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan
1. Grant Announcements in October – received 6 farmland and 3 open space projects totaling over $2 million.
Information from Towns
1. Malta - A. Ball asked about snowmobile trail in Malta – not sure where it is. Mike Valentine should know.
2. Clifton Park – 
3. Halfmoon – Rt 9 repaving should include striping for crosswalks. DOT representatives said that projects should include re-striping if it was originally stripped – cannot add cross walks w.o proper evaluation and safety concerns. M. Wyatt and H. O’Grady will check. Area turned out to be in CP – turned information over to J. Viggiani who followed up.
4.  Ballston – National Grid stopped plans for Ballston Bike path extension – negotiations stalled. Rec. Comm. to be crated – should work on vision for trail network.
5. Milton –
      6.   City of Saratoga Springs -
      7.  Stillwater –
      8.  Corinth – 
      9.  Waterford - 
    10.  Saratoga –

   11.  Wilton – 
    12   Galway –
    13.  Mechanicville –

    14.  Edinburgh –
The Next Meeting is Monday – November 16 at 6:30 pm 
Saratoga County Planning Office
West High Street

Ballston Spa
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