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DRAFT Meeting Notes

September 20, 2010
Saratoga County Planning Office
Karl Batzinger

Charlton Snowmobile Club

John Bonville

Town of Malta

Bob Bryant

Saratoga County Snowmobile

Roy Casper

Clifton Park SubComm.

Aaron Dyer

Charlton Snowmobile Club

Cary Engle

NYS Parks

Jason Kemper 

Saratoga County
William Mackesey
Clifton Park Trails

Raj Malhotra

NYS DOT

Scott Miller

Town of Ballston
Henrietta O’Grady
Town of Halfmoon

Arnold Palmer

Town of Ballston Parks & Rec Comm

Jim Ruhl

Clifton Park Trails

Julie Stokes

Saratoga PLAN
Mike Wyatt

NYS DOT

More DOT Retirements! – Mike Wyatt heads for Nashville as soon as house in Chatham sells and Raj Malhotra gave us personal e-mail and promises to stay involved.  Many thanks to them both – we need to reach out to DOT (Rob Cherry) and see who will be coming to our meetings in their stead. 
Saratoga County Web Site – Interest in expanding county web site to include trails that link to county system.  Need Malta to provide digital LFTC Trail System. C. Engle to ask K. Kress to send digital NYS Spa Park Trail maps to J. Kemper.  PLAN needs to send digital maps of their trail systems as well. Questions arose again about “attribute” list and decisions so we can attempt to standardize trail maps and information. S. Miller to send last version to J. Kemper
· Still need to link to PLAN web site and vice versa since PLAN site getting a lot of hits on trails.
· Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce President (Todd Shimkus) interested in promoting trail system in tourism and economic development efforts.  Needs miles and kinds of trails.  Mentioned at County Economic Development Committee that he considers this an important component in selling the county.
· Still need to work on getting County trail system recognized w. PTNY and National Recreation and Trails.
Zim Smith Trail 

1. Connection to Mechanicville – PLAN and county focusing on trail connection offered by Railroad for ROW.  Walked ROW w. RR and county in early May. PLAN staff reaching out to intervening property owners. Potential funding for acquisition exists. 

2. Connection to the Village of Ballston Spa –J. Kemper reported that work is almost complete – fencing is up adjacent to the RR as it reaches Oak Street.  Expects some remaining funds to improve section between the Village of Round Lake  and – 1 m south.  Working w. engineers on signage program. Snowmobiles are NOT allowed from Underpass Rd – north to Oak Street. 

· Committee asked about Celebration when this section opens – J. Kemper is working w. A. Daily and Ec.Dev. comm..

· J. Stokes expressed dismay about Gazette Editorial which criticized county for inaction at the same time they said that the trail project was positive.

3. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – Several ideas explored to make connection.  J. Bonville will look into potential trail connections along East High Street near housing development.  Still should meet w. Milton/City.  The RR corridor is another potential route.  Tough!

4. DOT/CDTC Route 50 Study Area - Railroad Run south to Tree Nursery– effort to connect Geyser Road, Spa Park, and Railroad Run.  Detailed proposals will be available soon..

5. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection– DCG development proposal on Woods Road has some options for trail connection.  Discussed Ushers Road/east side as well. 

6. Ballston Lake Connection – The National Grid ownership in this area is key.

7. LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – Town of Malta moving forward w. engineering selection and plans for connection.  If all goes well – construction could occur in late 2011!

Power Line Corridors – 
1. Champlain-Hudson Power Express.  
2. National Grid expanding power corridor to service LFTC

Saratoga P.L.A.N. testified at the two public meetings - urged Public Service Commission and the Department of Energy to consider trail usage on top or below the corridors.  PLAN applied for and received “active party status”.   PLAN brought together a group of trail users to identify specific sections of each corridor that could connect existing and envisioned trail systems in the county.  As a result, PLAN sent letters to the PSC and DOE on both projects.  With the assistance of the County Planning Department – the letters contained maps showing specific segments and their connections to trail projects.
· One of the segments that PLAN and others proposed in the Town of Ballston was opposed by adjacent residents.  PLAN met w. the property owners and agreed that National Grid’s ROW was a combination of fee and easement and as such not usable as public trail.  A letter was written removing that segment from the request to the PSC.
Saratoga Spa State Park –C. Engle reported that Final Master Plan has been released.  Discussed trail system and equine interests in Moreau Lake State Park.
County Supervisor’s Trail Initiative – 
1. Edie Road Trail Opening – 3 m – room for equine parking.

2. Plans for 2011 – need to address issues of garbage and maintenance – budget item.

3. Need to urge committee to produce brochure, promote web site, business/friends support. 
Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall – 61 miles) M. Wyatt reviewed the work of the NPS led committee 

1. Waterford/Mechanicville connection - Supervisor’s Lawler and Richardson met - working on details w. attorneys.
2. Dix Bridge – Saratoga County signed contracts w. feds to move the project forward… will be looking to private sector to assist raising matching funds beyond the county’s commitment.
3. Fish Creek Trail – PLAN proceeding w. archeology.

4. Halfmoon – construction started to extend the trail south to Waterford line.

5. Stillwater – PLAN working w. Town of Stillwater to seek grant to design trail route.

6. Wilber Road – Town of Saratoga segment opened.  ½ mile – nice trail w. original canal on west side of trail.

Spring Run Trail – under construction 

Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail – PLAN reaching out to Lyme Timber… not sure of progress on county transfer of land beneath trail and/or clean-up of site.  

Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan – $2.5 million applied for $500k – 7 farmland, 3 Open Space. Expect committee to start meeting to discuss applications. No further action on implementation of remainder of recommendations in Plan.
Information from Towns
1. Malta - 
2. Clifton Park – B. Mackesey reported on a number of trail projects – Library trail almost complete – Cresant Rd. Trail done – Northern Loop trail complete in CP – revising trails master plan.  (CP needs to send digitized trail system to Jason!)
3. Halfmoon – H. O’Grady reported that on Champlain Canalway south from Brookwood is under construction. 
4. Ballston – no money
5. Milton ––  
6.   City of Saratoga Springs – 
      7.  Stillwater –
      8.  Corinth – First Wilderness Heritage Corridor planning – any opportunities for trail corridor along the rail corridor from Saratoga Springs to Corinth? 
      9.  Waterford - 
    10.  Saratoga – 
   11.  Wilton – 
    12   Galway –
    13.  Mechanicville –

    14.  Edinburgh – 
The Next Meeting is Monday – November 15th – 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

