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Meeting Notes

April 12, 2010
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Saratoga PLAN
Monday is apparently a bad night – back to Tuesday’s – June 15th is next meeting
Bob Hanson joined us from DOT – he is retiring so probably last meeting… Bob deserves thanks from Trail Advocates – he supervised many Saratoga projects and been a supporter of trails.  A good retirement Bob!

Saratoga County Web Site – J. Kemper pleased w. progress of county web site – maps can now be downloaded and you can draw on them.  Please contact him w. links and additional information that can/should be included.  Willing to apply for recognition in NYPT and National Recreation and Trail designation… J. Stokes needs to send links.
Power Line Corridors

1. Champlain-Hudson Power Express – J. Stokes indicated that news articles and web site show it leaving the Hudson just above Ft. Edward and crossing Saratoga County towards Glenville.  Might be a potential for trail connections, particularly in Ballston – not sure if northern sections in Wilton and Greenfield assist w. Palmertown Ridge Trail.  Looking for PSC contacts.  
2. National Grid expanding power corridor to service LFTC – again potential for trail corridors in Ballston – need PSC contact.
Zim Smith Trail 

1. Trail interruptions – J. Kemper announced that there will be two water line projects which will interrupt portions of the trail this summer. 

a.  In Malta at Magnolia Lane – early summer – 4 day shut down.

b. Town of Ballston pumping station to be built behind Stewarts at Eastline and 67… trail will be moved.
2. Connection to Mechanicville – PLAN and County focusing on trail connection offered by Railroad for ROW.  Walking ROW w. RR in early May. Several initiatives on funding under way. 
3. Connection to the Village of Ballston Spa –J. Kemper reported HMA starting last week in April w. 6/30 completion date.  Final signed agreement w. the RR has been received so the completion date could move depending on RR schedule for completing their work.  J. Kemper reaching out to Town of Malta – funds for improving road crossings are in the budget as well as consistent signage.  Working w. Greenman Pederson on plans.
4. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – Discussed PLAN setting up a meeting w. Milton and Saratoga Springs Planning Boards and others to look at options. 
5. DOT/CDTC Route 50 Study Area - Railroad Run south to Tree Nursery– drafts of options prepared – another public meeting will be held.  Potentially will have to “downgrade” some of the amenities.
6. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection– CP rep not present – don’t know results of planning board deliberations.
7. Ballston Lake Connection - S. Miller discussed potential connection w. Curtis Industrial Park acquisition.
8. Blue Barnes Road – Ballston connection if “fireman’s grove” is selected as site of town park.

9. LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – Bob Hanson reported that DOT has met w. Town of Malta and they are proceeding w. the $120,000 member item for an RFQ for consultant to design trail connection. S. Miller wondered about potential of link from Malta Trolley line along Northway corridor to Exit 12 area – in the future as development occurs in that area would make sense – should be mapped now.
10. Halfmoon option – S. Miller presented options to bring Zim Smith through Pruyn Hill Neighborhood to Champlain Canalway Trail under design – suggested he reach out to Nelson Ronsvalle w. the town of Halfmoon.

Saratoga Spa State Park –no report  
County Supervisor’s Trail Initiative – Supervisor Veitch reported that he – personally - installed the signage at the Loudon Road property.  Indicated that PLAN will be invited to the next committee meeting to discuss some of the ideas that have been raised at our committee meetings – brochures, web sites, business supported trail segments.
Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall) 

1. Supervisor’s Lawler and Richardson met w. M. Trabka and J. Stokes.  J. Lawler supports the Canalway Trail in Waterford – willing to maintain when constructed and to apply for grants.  Wants to check liability of existing landfill and see what EPA waterline did. J. Stokes arranged for EPA to send the maps of the EPA waterline.  J. Lawler to get back to PLAN.

2. Dix Bridge – B. Hanson said that federal grant in danger – needs to be under contract one year from the award. Supervisor Richardson announced at the Saratoga Washington on the Hudson Partnership meeting 4.26 that Saratoga County has agreed to start the process of the grant. Will still need assistance w. the $600,000 match required.
3. Towpath in Schuylerville – G. Hodgson working to get project moving using EPF and Scenic Byway funding.
4. Fish Creek Trail – PLAN has funding for archeology from Partnership – work starting.

5. Halfmoon has been very successful getting grants for construction of the Canalway in their town.

Bicycles Mean Business – NYParks and Trails, the Canal Corporation and Hudson Crossing are sponsoring program – May 17th at Saratoga Town Hall at 6:00pm.  Flyer distributed.  Good program – need to get businesses to attend.
Spring Run Trail – under construction – B. Hanson said some issues w. depth of “muck”. 
Equine – Discussed Moreau Lake Park again – suggested Maryann speak w. Park Manager.  Loss of funding for Cornell Equine Program a real blow to activities.
Luther Forest Trail System – Need to get map of system – add to county web site. 
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail – discussed county appraisal of property and next steps – B. Clarke said that the Magoo Hunting Club has posted PLAN property – no trespassing.  J. Stokes to let Andy know.  Corinth Supervisor very interested in trails – looking for connections for their community.  

Providence – PLAN acquiring large track adjacent to county forest lands – opportunity for significant trails system.  J. Kemper indicated that Supervisor interested in trails. 
Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan – Supervisor Barrett is Chair – calling meeting in the near future – grant application schedule announced at that time. 
Information from Towns
1. Malta - 
2. Clifton Park –
3. Halfmoon –.
4. Ballston – 
5. Milton –– Sam Becko is Chair of Open Space Comm. 
6.   City of Saratoga Springs – 
      7.  Stillwater –
      8.  Corinth – First Wilderness Heritage Corridor planning – any opportunities for trail corridor along the rail corridor from Saratoga Springs to Corinth? 
      9.  Waterford - 
    10.  Saratoga – 
   11.  Wilton – 
    12   Galway –
    13.  Mechanicville –

    14.  Edinburgh – Replacement of the Batchlerville Bridge includes sidewalks. 
The Next Meeting is Tuesday June 15th – 6:30 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

