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DRAFT Meeting Notes

April 26, 2011
Saratoga County Planning Office
Assignments in green

John Bonville

Town of Malta

Bob Bryant

Saratoga County Snowmobile

Roy Casper

Clifton Park Trails Committee

Greg Dixon

Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce

Ed Kinowski

Supervisor-Stillwater, Chr of Saratoga Cty Supervisor’s Trail 


Committee

Mary Ann Morgan
Milton – Equine

Henrietta O’Grady
Halfmoon Trails Committee

Scott Miller

Town of Ballston
Susan Olson

NYS DOT – Reg 1

Jim Ruhl

Clifton Park

Libby Smith Holmes
Friends of Kayderoseross

Julie Stokes

Saratoga PLAN
J, Kemper unable to attend- 

Saratoga P.L.A.N. J. Stokes reviewed current activities of PLAN – 

· Passports – 8 preserves open to the public w. clues for letterbox excursions – call PLAN office to receive “Passport” – clues on web sites – get five stamps from preserves and child/grandchild gets free t-shirt.

· Distributed Spring newsletter – much information on land protection and trails

· Urged trail advocates to become supporters of PLAN – can only continue work w. strong supporter/member base. 

County Supervisor’s Trail Committee – E. Kinowski

Following up on 6 items identified by Saratoga PLAN – 

· Progress on Spruce Mt Transfer – committee reviewed issues surrounding issues of liability, requirements of APA permit for emergency radio system, etc.  Prepared materials and will go to Law and Finance in May

· Discussed connection from Coons Crossing to Mechanicville w. T. Richardson and M. Wormuth – meeting on site w. J. Kemper tomorrow to decide on county direction and action. 

· Interest in providing information on county trails to public – getting maps w. county planning’s assistance and considering brochure. Maybe create books that can be sold.  Important public initiative.
· County forest lands – will need to check on Providence connections to Hennig Preserve.

Saratoga PLAN – top 6 issues for the Supervisor’s comm..

· J. Stokes distributed the top 6 items which were identified by the 130+ trail enthusiasts on the distribution list and then refined by PLAN’s Community Planning committee and approved by the Board.

· ZS connection to Mechanicville – see above
· Develop joint trail system in Providence w. cty forest land and Hennig Preserve.

· Enter all hiking and multi-use trails in County GIS system w. links to CofC, PLAN and other web sites.

· ZS connection to Spa Park

· Spruce Mt issues – see above.
· Nominate ZS as National Recreation Trail. - K. Beard from NPS willing to assist.
· E. Kinowski, S. Olson from DOT and comm. discussed ZS connection to Spa Park –
·  EK will contact Supervisor M. Veitch to arrange a meeting w. Kate Maynard in the city of Saratoga Springs.
· S. Olson will continue to check potential ownership by DOT of RR crossing from Old Ballston Ave to Rt. 50.  Could potentially provide a bridge crossing for trail – abutments in place.

· Need to approach Milton for alternative connections through Woods Hollow, housing developments to Geyser Road – connections w. SW neighborhood initiative to connect to Spa Park and city. 
Saratoga County Chamber of Commerce – G. Dixon announced that the Chamber has formed a partnership w. Saratoga PLAN, the county and SUNY GIS student to map all of the trails in the county so they can be placed on web sites.  He said that the Chamber is anxious to provide this information to visitors. They are already advertising w. organizations like Audubon and need to be able to provide product.  This is an important step.
Lakes to Locks Scenic Byway – G. Dixon described program w. National Geographic – geotourism site that Byway initiated and is promoting.  Excellent opportunity and urged groups to go on Byway website to find out how to “populate” the site.
Zim Smith Trail 

1. Damage appears to be some snowmobile damage to trail on pavement around Goldfoot Road.  B Bryant indicated that they tried to push snow back on pavement where it had melted – would check to see damage. 

2. Signage –comm. felt it was important that signage reflect that this is a county trail that the Supervisor’s have supported. L. Smith-Holmes indicated that she brought her grandchildren to the trail to take a picture of them on the trail that bares their grandfather’s name and could not find a sign.  She will provide JSS w. picture.  Opportunities for business support as well. E. Kinowski to check on signage.
3. Connection to Mechanicville –  see above

4. County Route 45 Bridge Reconstruction over Kayderosseras – E. Kinowski believes this occurred – not sure.
5. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – see above. 

6. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection-  R. Casper and J. Ruhl will check – believe that the DCG development is providing trail access. 
7. Ballston Lake Connection – Discussed various options – Outlet road issue is Class 1 Wetlands.  Snowmobile group working on access from Curtis Lumber. Not determined. 
LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – believe that project is proceeding – funding in place – design underway – working w. intervening property owners.
Power Line Corridors 
Champlain-Hudson Power Express. – no news
National Grid expanding power corridor to service LFTC PSC has approved expansion of corridor – not sure of specific trail items.  Trying to work w. National Grid on a number of potential trail projects
1. Saratoga Springs – B. Birge reports meeting w. NG – willing to consider parking area. P. Goutes has agreed to head Spring Run Trail clean-up efforts – date not yet set but will be in mid May.  PLAN has info.
2. Ballston – Outlet Road to Garret Road – MB Hynes met w. NG – they requested additional information. 
3. Clifton Park – Tanner Road/Woodcock Preserve – beaver have made this difficult right now – will wait.
4. Charlton Snowmobile Club – in contact on multiple segments. B. Bryant to check on contacts w. Oliver and Todd Curtis and let us know about potential trail use. 
Moreau Lake State Park - Equine – MA Morgan reported that 85 individuals have indicated a willingness to work on equine trail systems.  J. Stokes to let A. Chinian know that large group willing to help so she can set up meeting w. Park Manager. 
Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall – 61 miles) 
1. Waterford/Mechanicville connection – J. Stokes stated that T. Richardson has followed up w. J. Lawler – expects agreement soon. 

2. Dix Bridge – J. Stokes said that J. Richey is lead for Sara.Cty – questions of match must be resolved. 
3. Fish Creek Trail –hope to be in construction in 2011.
4. Stillwater – E. Kinowski following up w. town trail comm. and PLAN.

5.  Halfmoon – H. O’Grady said paperwork on easement has been completed so construction can continue.  Also historic waste weir being restored – OPRHP grant.  Discussed trail head parking – potential of Mohawk Trail Site for parking area? Check w. DEC?  – H. O’Grady indicates small parking area park of plan. 
6. Tow path-Schuylerville to Lock 5 – G. Hodges lead – not sure progress – J. Stokes walked this morning.

DOT/CDTC Route 50 Study Area - Railroad Run south to Tree Nursery– Need DOT approval for Hawk Road Crossing System.  S. Olson indicated that NYSDOT has not approved this system anywhere as yet – encouraged her to check w. Rob Cherry – really need this approval to move forward. .

Equine Opportunities – MA Morgan said that they have received $500 grant to further horse trails in county – not sure who grant is going to.

Spring Run Trail – see above
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail –see above

Information from Towns

· Malta – nothing additional

· Clifton Park – Opening of Hayes Preserve. 

· Halfmoon – nothing additional

· Ballston – decision on parkland due soon – public hearing this evening.

· Milton – Farmland comm. meeting this week

· Charlton – snowmobile club successful w. grant – new equipment including blade. – concerned about federal funds for trails in new budget – need to reach out to congress.

· Lakes to Locks
The Next Meeting is Tuesday – June 28, 2011 – 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

