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Meeting Notes

February 8, 2010
6:30 pm

Saratoga County Planning Office
Ben Baskin

Ballston Spa (Town of Ballston Rec. Comm.)
Geoffrey Brooks
Clifton Park

Bob Bryant

Saratoga County Snowmobile Club/Charlton
Carey Engle

NYS Parks

Raj Malhotra

DOT Reg 1 Planning/Bike-Ped, SRTS, Scenic Byway Coord.

Mary Ann Morgan
Milton Open Space/CCE

Sean Morgan

Milton

Scott Miller

Town of Ballston
Henrietta O’Grady
Halfmoon

Arnold R. Palmer
Ballston (Town of Ballston Rec. Comm.)
Jim Ruhl

Clifton Park

Julie Stokes

Saratoga PLAN
Mike Wyatt

NYS DOT

Jason Kemper – unable to attend
Honor for Henrietta O’Grady – Recognized by NYS Canal Corporation for her long standing commitment to trails

Saratoga County Web Site – Several commented that trail information on county web site not easy to find. S. Miller to send link to members.  B. Bryant and S. Miller indicated that upgrades to county GIS info and web will go on line soon – vast improvement.   http://www.saratogacountyny.gov/subpage.asp?pageid=651&cmd=files
Zim Smith Trail 

1. Connection to Mechanicville – Town of Halfmoon Open Space Plan on the agenda for the next board meeting for adoption.  PLAN and County focusing on trail connection offered by Railroad for ROW.  Several initiatives on funding under way.
a. Note – snowmobile groups have installed sign at Coons Crossing to allow posting of notices.

2. Connection to the Village of Ballston Spa – J. Stokes reported that J. Kemper - completion date for extension to Oak Street is 6/30/10.  The RR still needs to do some safety improvements in the corridor for the completion of the trail.  Concern was expressed about the depression in approach to the Mourningkill bridge.  J. Kemper indicates that neither the subsurface or surface are in place yet – grades will be fine.
3. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – S. Miller presented an overview (w. the mapping skills of Troy Hilts) of the various alternatives to connect from Oak Street to the park.

a. M. Wyatt indicated that enhancing the Rt. 50 corridor to accommodate alternative transportation is on their agenda – not in the near term but DOT knows that the two population centers need to be connected.  Probably not a separated path – but a much widened road bed. Because Rt. 50 was “overbuilt” in some sections w. the expectation that it would be a bypass around Saratoga Springs – there is space for trail amenities.
b. Agreed that it was important to reach out to Milton and Saratoga Springs Planning Boards and elected officials to involve them in the discussion of options.  

4. DOT/CDTC Route 50 Study Area - Railroad Run south to Tree Nursery– M. Wyatt reported that the public meeting well attended.  Expect study to take 9 months total.  17-18% of the city’s population lives out Geyser Road plus the Industrial Park means that figuring out pedestrian/bicycle links is necessary.
a. Reconstruction of Geyser Road Railroad Bridge slated for 2010 – according to Joe Richey – County DPW- new bridge accommodates a pedestrian sidewalk. Saratoga Springs accepted responsibility for side walk – arrangement negotiated by SS Supervisors.
5. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection– J. Ruhl discussed current development proposals for the area – CP Planning cognizant of this issue.

6. Ballston Lake Connection - S. Miller, A. Palmer and B. Baskin reviewed potential connections – National Grid’s refusal to allow power line corridor restricts options – Outlet Rd not suitable.

7. LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – Town of Malta Supervisor indicates that this project can precede using member item and other potential funding. 
8. Signage – Parks needs to send “cut sheets” to J. Kemper.  (done after meeting)
Saratoga Spa State Park –C. Engle indicates that Master Plan finalized – press announcement any day now.  
Ballston Spa PUD - G. Brooks discussed potential residential project off East Line Road – 260 acres – 130 acres of designated wetlands – working w. town, COE, DEC to identify trail opportunities.  Internal trail system will be managed by Homeowners Asso. – connections to CP and Zim Smith Trail systems difficult – committee looked at opportunities.  Sewer connection will allow for trail on surface.
Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall) M. Wyatt indicated that there is a meeting coming up – haven’t met.  J. Stokes reached out to Supervisor Lawler and Mayor Sylvester about connection from Waterford to Mechanicville.  
New group in Village of Waterford – CAT – Canals and Trails – Russ Van Dervoort Co-organizer.   Nelson Ronsvalle gave JSS snail mail contact. 
Equine

1. Very successful Equine Turkey Trot – lots of attendance and press.

2. County Forest Land – logging schedule?  The lands adjacent to Moreau Lake State Park – need to develop a coordinated equine trail plan between these properties.  

a. Who can take the lead?

b. Check w. G. Hodgson on logging schedule.
Luther Forest Trail System – Need to get maps of 100 acre wood trail system for uploading on web sites.  A. Ball to be contacted.
Saratoga County Trails Committee

1. No report – not sure how the work on the parcels adjacent to Wilton Wildlife Preserve are proceeding.
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail – County Law and Finance Comm. Passed resolution approving $50k and acreage on Spruce Mt as a settlement for sewer violations.  Going to county Board – then DEC needs to approved – then transfer – subdivision approval by APA and then we are good to go???
Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan
1. No report.
Stone Dust – discussion of Palette Stone’s offer to Towns of stone dust free of charge – caution that it may become “slimy” if not used carefully. J. Stokes sent e-mail to towns working on trails to give them a heads up on availability.

Information from Towns
1. Malta - 
2. Clifton Park – emphasis is in the southern part of town and connector trails.  Grooms road connection
3. Halfmoon – Open Space Plan adoption.
4. Ballston – Parks and Rec Committee had first meeting – have bequest for $400k-500k to purchase recreation parcel.  Looking for ideas/options
5. Milton – updating Open Space Plan/Master Plan
6.   City of Saratoga Springs –Spring Run Trail using Stimulus funding – bids may have come in over budget. 
      7.  Stillwater –
      8.  Corinth – Zoning Review Committee – taking into account Green Infrastructure Plan
      9.  Waterford - 
    10.  Saratoga – Fish Creek Trail project proceeding – PLAN is lead.
   11.  Wilton – 
    12   Galway –
    13.  Mechanicville –

    14.  Edinburgh –
The Next Meeting is Monday – April 12th at 6:30 pm 
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

