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DRAFT Meeting Notes

February 15, 2011
Saratoga County Planning Office
Assignments in green

Audrey Ball

Town of Malta

John Bonville

Town of Malta

Barbara Bave

ADK-GF Chapter, Spruce Mt Fire Tower

Jacki Bave

ADK-GF Chapter, Spruce Mt Fire Tower

Bob Bryant

Saratoga County Snowmobile

Alane Ball Chinian
OPRHP

William Clarke
Corinth Trails

Maureen Contant
ADK-GF Chapter, Spruce Mt Fire Tower

Bill Cook

Charlton Snowmobile Club

Jason Kemper 

Saratoga County
Ed Kinowski

Supervisor-Stillwater, Chr of Saratoga Cty Supervisor’s Trail 


Committee

Jonathan Lane
ADK-GF Chapter, Spruce Mt Fire Tower, Saratoga Springs

Paul Laskey

Milton, ADK, Spruce Mt Fire Tower

Mary Ann Morgan
Milton – Equine

Henrietta O’Grady
Halfmoon Trails Committee

Arnold R. Palmer
Ballston

Scott Miller

Town of Ballston
Julie Stokes

Saratoga PLAN
Saratoga County Web Site –LFTC trails up on site. 
S. Miller reviewed attributes list (attached to end of notes).  As trails are added to the county web site or others including PLAN – the same attributes should be identified to provide consistency.  Need to begin linkage to other web sites, PLAN, Saratoga County Chambers of Commerce, etc.  E. Kinowski mentioned that this system can be of use to first responders trying to locate users of the trail systems.  Need to assure that they know of its existence (Supervisors Trail Committee?). 
Zim Smith Trail 

1. Enforcement – A. Ball raised question concerning enforcement of snowmobile usage of the trail – speed being the issue.  County allows snowmobiles on the trail.  J. Kemper is following up – ENCON certified snowmobile patrol has been notified.  A. Ball also asked about removing snowmobile parking at entrance of Shenantaha Park during the week – school buses use as turn around and being blocked by snowmobile trailers – J. Kemper to update county web site to show plowed parking locations at Underpass and Coons Crossing, B. Bryant to reach out to snowmobiles and ask them not to use Shenantaha during the week. 

2. Connection to Mechanicville – PLAN focusing on trail connection offered by Railroad for ROW.  Maria Trabka (PLAN Executive Director) working on.
3. County Route 45 Bridge Reconstruction over Kayderosseras - A. Ball raised issue of expanding the bridge to accommodate future trail use.  This is one of the potential connections to the Zim Smith. Total cost for additional materials in the $8,000 range – Town looking for participation from Saratoga Springs and County.  A. Ball to reach out to Supervisor Veitch.  E. Kinowski thought it was worthwhile to explore.
4. Connection from Malta to the Kaydeross and Spa State Park – Discussed potential connections again – Minerly Road in court case, Abandoned ROW, Rt. 50 separated path (room in DOT ROW- A. Ball-Chinian to check w. DOT?), connections to population centers in Milton through Woods Hollow Town/city parkland… could connect then to Geyser Road Trail in planning.  Need to pursue multiple options.  
5. DOT/CDTC Route 50 Study Area - Railroad Run south to Tree Nursery– A. Chinian said project waiting for DOT acceptance of Hawk Signal crosswalk.
6. Clifton Park/Woods Road connection- question of Woods Road connection as part of DCG development
7. Ballston Lake Connection – The National Grid ownership is key.
LFTC Connection via PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line – A. Ball announced that project is in design; Town has funding for construction in place as part of LFTC PDD requirements.  This is the long planned connection between the Zim Smith, Saratoga PLAN’s Malta Trolley Line up to Route 9.  PLAN received a Member Item Grant for $100k which was transferred to the town to hire engineers to design and prepare construction and bid documents for the project. 

Public Information Meeting on The Zim Smith Trail Connection Project to Route 9/Luther Forest Technology Campus scheduled for February 28 at 6:30 pm. 
Power Line Corridors 
Champlain-Hudson Power Express.
1. PSC staff has examined Canal Corp lands in Washington Cty – potential use as trail system for Champlain Canalway – snowmobile usage is key. 
2.  Daniels Road – could resolve severe safety issues on Daniels Road for bicycles.  In checking w. County Water Authority – the water line in that area has a ROW easement from a private owner and the RR. JSS needs to follow up w. county.
3. Spa Park – use of the RR corridor could tie two disconnected parts of the park together for the trail.  
National Grid expanding power corridor to service LFTC PSC has approved expansion of corridor – not sure of specific trail items.  Trying to work w. National Grid on a number of potential trail projects
1. Saratoga Springs – NG owns land at the corner of East and Excelsior Avenues – could use small portion of land for parking lot – B. Birge is lead for City – PLAN made the contacts.
2. Ballston – Outlet Road to Garret Road – MB Hynes has sent info to Grid – plans w. request – plans were already done for this connection – have not heard from NG.
3. Clifton Park – Tanner Road/Woodcock Preserve – NG power corridor runs along western edge of preserve – crossing could provide connection to other protected lands in CP – A. Fyfe and volunteer stewards lead. 
4. Charlton Snowmobile Club – in contact in multiple segments. 
5. Corinth – B. Clarke indicated that Corinth Trail Committee interested in corridor – J. Stokes to send info from NG on their requirements. 

OPRHP – A. Chinian discussed need to get DOT to focus on Rt. 50/Ballston Ave Crossing.  J. Stokes requested that Parks send trail mapping of three parks (Moreau, Spa, Peebles to county for inclusion on their web site.
Moreau Lake State Park - Equine – S. Miller has GPS’d potential equine trail from county forest land through Moreau Lake SP – parking area would be on county lands.  Questions arose about interest/commitment of equine community to a trail system.  Trail users traditionally help construct and maintain trail systems and Parks is not interested in pursuing w.o interest from the user group.  A. Chinian has spoken w. the Park Manager who is interested in hosting a meeting of equine users w.i the next six months.  MA Morgan will reach out to equine users to determine their interest in pursuing w. Parks.
County Supervisor’s Trail Initiative –  Ed Kinowski, Stillwater Supervisor – new Chair has met w. J. Kemper to discuss initiatives from 2010 and what could be considered for 2011.  Felt it was important to attend Saratoga PLAN Trail Committee meeting to get a good sense of all of the initiatives around the county.  Looking for a “charter” or statement of purpose for the trail committee.  Would hope to use when developing one for the county committee.  Will also be looking at a strategic plan. 
REQUESTED – that this group come up with 5 items that we would like to see the County Supervisor’s Trail Committee accomplish in 2011.

1. National Recreation Trail Designation – J. Stokes forwarded information to J. Kemper – Karl Beard w. NPS willing to assist in application- due in November – Designation increases possibilities of grants. Supervisors Trail Committee will discuss at next meeting. 
2. Kalbus-Perry Trail Opening – Town of Northumberland – Nice blog in times Union about trail – many complements.  J. Stokes announced that PLAN’s new trail project on the Cold Brook Preserve in Northumberland could connect w. KP through TNC property and to the Wilton Wildlife PP as well. 

3. County forestry projects will include “backing out of skid roads” and flatting them out for use as trails until the county comes back in 20 years to cut.  Moreau and Providence are the next projects.
4. Group suggested that Supervisor’s Committee consider producing brochure, promoting web site and consider business/friends support of sections of the trail. 
Champlain Canalway Trail – (Waterford to Whitehall – 61 miles) 
1. Waterford/Mechanicville connection - Supervisor’s Lawler and Richardson need to follow up w. agreement to transfer ownership of sanitary waste land so that trail engineering and funding efforts can begin. 

2. Dix Bridge – some confusion about who has lead – apparently G. Hodgson took contracts when he retired… who is county lead at this point?
3. Fish Creek Trail –PLAN has state approval of grant for materials (need feds).  All agreements are in place, archeology done on PLAN/Corbett property (nothing found) – hope to be in construction in 2011.
4. Saratoga – A. Chinian indicated that OPRHP will be taking ownership of canal land so that NPS can proceed w. trail connection.  Also, OGS working w. NPS on section of canal tow path that will connect w. sword surrender site.

5. Stillwater – E. Kinowski indicated that they will be hiring an engineering firm to lay out the route for trail – working w. PLAN on project.  Also wondered about use of the RR bridge and group discussed potential use of the bridge when it is reconstructed to handle increased traffic.  Committee recommended reviewing Mechanicville plan for trail connections.
6. Halfmoon – H. O’Grady said that the town will be constructing a connection trail between the Canalway Trail and the Hudson River where a small town park is being built.  Canalway Trail also being expanded south to meet potential Mechanicville/Waterford section.

Spring Run Trail – hope that parking area can be constructed on adjacent National Grid land.
Spruce Mountain Fire Tower and Trail – Members of ADK-GF’s Chapter talked about the “Fire Tower Challenge” and the 30 people who snowshoe’d to the top at the beginning of this month.  

E. Kinowski stated that he met w. J. Kemper to learn the issues surrounding the Fire Tower which is on county land.  The county must complete the requirements of the APA permit which includes removal of the old county emergency radio structures and equipment.  J. Stokes reminded the group that there is currently NO LEGAL access to the Spruce Mt Fire Tower.  When PLAN holds an event – they seek one time permission from both the county and Lyme Timber. E. Kinowski asked the group to be patient.
Meeting had gone past two hour mark and ended w.o discussion of Saratoga County Green Infrastructure Plan or any additional information from the towns. – 
The Next Meeting is Tuesday – April 26, 2011 – 6:00 pm
Saratoga County Planning Office - West High Street - Ballston Spa

Attribute list for County GIS Trail Layer

 Attributes to be gathered for with GPS data for GIS trails layer

a) Users/uses

a. foot

b. Bicycle/multi-use

c. equine 

b) trail surface and size

a. Asphalt or concrete

b. Stone dust 

c. Dirt/grass

c) Responsibility 

a. town 

b. county

c. state (DOT, Parks, DEC)

d. Federal (DOT, NPS)

e. Private (PLAN, FOK, ADK)
d) Status 

a. complete

b. under construction 

e) Parking locations

Additional information accessed through public GIS system

f) URL (for more information)

Notes:

Users/ uses: Snowmobiles are already mapped and a procedure is in place for a snowmobile layer that needs no additional inputs. The three proposed uses cover the majority of uses. If we add additional uses - mountain bike since there are many miles in Moreau and significant opportunity in the NW townships.

Trail surface: having the trail surface spelled out compliments the more limited trail user list - someone wanting to roller blade can look for the surface. Likewise, cyclists can determine if they want a street bike or mountain bike. 

Responsibility. Obviously there are levels of responsibility, but in most cases I think we want the organization responsible for upkeep - that person/organization can direct someone to other levels of responsibility such as law enforcement, land ownership….

Status: Ideally we would have proposed trail routes, but this poses public issues where ROW is not secured so we probably cannot plan to display proposed trails anyway.  We can probably merge status such as funding secured and ROW secured with “under construction”. 
Amenities: The big issue for general public use is where to access. And the biggest is where is there public parking. 

URL: If it can be accommodated, a URL that allows the trail to be linked with a more complete trail web site description would be great. We could develop web sites (i.e. PLAN preserve trails, Railroad Run,….) that gives details beyond the GIS system - hours of operation, detailed uses, mileage, history, plans, surfaces, ownership, printable maps, …) Such web sites access can tap into the volunteer organization within the county is an efficient way without placing too much burden on the county GIS effort.
