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I. Introduction

In June 2006, Saratoga Preserving Land and Nature (Saratoga PLAN) decided to survey 

Saratoga County residents regarding their opinions on open space conservation in Saratoga County.  In an effort to ensure professionalism, objectivity and confidentiality, Saratoga PLAN engaged the Siena College Research Institute (SRI) of Loudonville, New York to provide questionnaire design and data analysis.

From June 26 to 29, 2006, SRI administered the survey via telephone to 1,002 Saratoga county residents, selected randomly, and distributed proportionally according to the populations of the communities canvassed. The survey has a margin of error of +3.0 percentage points.

Following is a brief report of the results from the first survey, which provides a profile of the participants.

II. Summary

A.
Demographics:

Geography: The 1,002 respondents to this telephone survey were selected randomly and proportionately by city/town/village population to the total county population.  The communities, represented, and the percentage of respondents from that community, are as follows: 

	Clifton Park:


17%

Saratoga Springs (City):
13%

Halfmoon:


  9%

Milton:


  8%

Malta:



  7%

Moreau:


  7%

Wilton:


  6%

Ballston:


  4%

Greenfield:


  4%

Stillwater:


  4%

Waterford:


  4%
	Corinth:


  3%

Saratoga:


  3%

Charlton:


  2%

Galway:


  2%

Mechanicville:


  2%

Northumberland:

  2%

Edinburg:


  1%

Providence:


  1%

Hadley:


  1%

Day:



<1%


Party: The breakdown of respondents by political party closely matches, within the margin of error, the actual voter registration records: 42% are Republican, 23% are Democrat, 20% are independents, and 6% below to some other party. 

Gender: The respondent gender breakdown is 52% women, 48% men.

Age:  Twenty-three per cent (23%) of respondents are under 29 years of age; 43% are between 30 and 54; and 47% are 55 years of age and older (1% refused this question).

Children at home: Only 30% have school-age children living at home.

Income:  a fifth of respondents (20%) report a household income of less than $50,000; 40% reported $50,000 to $99,000; and more than a quarter (27%) reported $100,000 and up (12% refused this question). 

Residency: Over half (55%) of respondents have lived in Saratoga County for more than twenty (20) years; 14% have lived there for 15-20 years; 9% for 11-15 years; 13% for 5-10 yrs; and 9% for less than 5 years. 

B. Findings

1.
The top response to the question, “Rate (on a scale of 1-5, 5 + high) the importance of the following in your choosing to live in Saratoga County” was “Fresh air and clean water” (4+5 = 89%).  Responses in descending order were:   

· Fresh air and clean water (89%)

· Rural community character (77%)

· Scenic views (74%)

· Ease of travel with little/no congestion (71%)

· Convenience to employment (66%)

· Economic opportunity (64%)

· Experience wildlife habitat in their natural habitat (60%)

· Access to trails and parks (55%)

2. 70% think land in Saratoga County is being developed too fast (2% too slow; 26% just right).

a. Of the 70% who think land is being developed too fast, 41% say that “the rate of development impacts the reason(s) (I) choose to live here;”

i.  of these 41%, Ease of travel with little/no traffic congestion was chosen by 83%;

ii. Rural community character was chosen second by 80%

3. 70% say the protection of open space in Saratoga County is very important; 25% say somewhat important.

4. Similarly, 68% say the protection of open space in your town is very important; 24% say somewhat important.

5. A third (33%) say yes, Saratoga County is doing enough to protect open space; 52% say no; 15% responded don’t know.

6. 45% responded yes to the question, “Do you think your town is doing enough to protect open space?”  More (47%) replied no; 8% replied don’t know.  

7. 87% believe it is “possible to have a strong balance between economic growth and protecting our natural areas.”

8. About three quarters (74%) say they use trails or parks in Saratoga County.

9. The top response to the question, “rate the importance of the protection of the following resources within the county, on a scale of 1-5 (with 5 being very important),” was “Drinking water quality” (4+5=87%). Responses in descending order were:   

· Drinking water quality:

87%

· Farmland:

        

80%

· Historically Significant sites:
79%

· Trails and recreation areas:
78%

· Wildlife:



75%

· Public access to water:

75%

· Scenic views:


73%

10. Regarding the Green Infrastructure Plan, respondents were read a few recommendations to the draft plan and asked to say whether they support or oppose the recommendation, on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 meaning strongly support and 1 meaning strongly oppose.  Responses, in descending order of support, were:

	Recommendations for the Green Infrastructure Plan:
	Strongly

Support
	Support
	Total 

Support

	Establish a Farmland Protection Program:
	57%
	26%
	83%

	Create a Conservation Partnership:
	48%
	27%
	75%

	Expand Saratoga County’s funding for open space and trails
	41%
	27%
	68%

	Implement a countywide recreational trail network
	36%
	32%
	68%


11. Regarding possible funding sources for the Green Infrastructure Plan, respondents were read three potential funding sources and asked to say whether they support or oppose them, again on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 meaning strongly support and 1 meaning strongly oppose. Responses, in descending order of support, were:

	Potential funding for the Green Infrastructure Plan:
	Strongly

Support
	Support
	Total 

Support

	Committing funds from current County surplus:


	41%
	30%
	71%

	Imposing a Real Estate Transfer Fee (<1% of sale price on real estate that sells at above average home prices)
	26%
	24%
	50%

	Bonding:


	16%
	27%
	43%


12. A quarter (26%) of respondents said they had heard of “an organization called Saratoga PLAN, or Saratoga Preserving Land and Nature.”

a. These respondents were asked, “What do you perceive as the primary mission of the organization?” Responses were:

11%: Protection of open land resources

13%: Serving as an advocate for community open space

62%: Both of these

  

  6%: Something else

  

  8%: don’t know

b. The same 26% were asked, “Where do you think Saratoga PLAN should focus its efforts?” Responses were:

27%: Buy more open space

  

  5%: Build new trails

38%: Help communities plan for growth

22%: Promote parks and recreation for tourism and economic growth

 

  9%: don’t know/no opinion

III. Questionnaire: Open Space Conservation in Saratoga County 
1. How long have you lived in Saratoga County?

  9%___ Less than 5 yrs

13%___ 5-10 yrs

  9%___ 11-15 yrs

14%___ 15-20 yrs

55%___ More than 20 yrs
2. Are you a registered voter?
___ Yes
___ No

3. What town do you live in?  ___________

4. Please rate the importance of the following in your choosing to live in Saratoga County, on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being very important and 1 being not very important:

	
	(low)                                     (high)
	Don’t know

	Access to parks and trails


	1
2
3
4
5

11%     8%     25%    24%     31%
	6

1%

	Ease of travel with no/ little traffic congestion
	1
2
3
4
5

6%      5%      18%    28%      43%   
	6

1%

	Fresh air and clean water
	1
2
3
4
5

2%      2%       7%       18%    71%   
	6

0

	Rural community character


	1
2
3
4
5

4%     5%      14%      29%    48%
	6

1%

	Economic opportunity
	1       2          3         4          5

6%    8%      20%     27%    37% 
	6

1%

	Scenic views  
	1
2
3
4
5

4%     5%       17%    30%      44%    
	6

1%

	Convenience to employment
	1
2
3
4
5

6%    6%        18%     28%     38%
	6

4%

	Experience wildlife in their natural habitat
	1
2
3
4
5

7%    10%      21%     26%     34%       
	6

1%

	Other_____________


	1
2
3
4
5
	6


5. Do you think land in Saratoga County is being developed too fast, too slow, or just right?

70%_ too fast (go to 6a.) 
2%_ too slow (go to q. 7) 
26%_ just right (go to q. 7) 


3%_ don’t know/no opinion (go to q. 7)
6a.
Is the rate of development impacting the reason(s) you chose to live here?

41%_ Yes (go to #6b)
  57%_ No
 (go to #7) 
2%_ don’t know

6b. 
(if yes): which of the following are impacted? (check as many as apply).

37%__  Access to parks and trails

83%__  Ease of travel with no/ little traffic congestion

65%__  Fresh air and clean water

80%___Rural community character

37%___Economic opportunity

65%___Scenic views

39%___Convenience to employment

63%___Experience wildlife in their natural habitat

17%___ Other _____________________________

7. How important is the protection of open space in Saratoga County? 

70%_ Very Important 
25%_ Somewhat Important
4%_ Not Very important  1%_ No opinion

8. How important is the protection of open space in your town? 

68%_ Very Important 
24%_ Somewhat Important
6%_ Not Very important


  1%_ No opinion

9. Do you think Saratoga County is doing enough to protect open space?

33%_ Yes
52%_ No
15%_ don’t know/no opinion

10. Do you think your town or city is doing enough to protect open space in your community? 

45%_Yes
47%_ No
8%_ don’t know/ no opinion

11. Is it possible to have a strong balance between economic growth and protecting our natural areas?

87%__Yes
 9%__No          4%__ don’t know/no opinion
12. Do you use the trails or parks in Saratoga County? 

74%_ Yes
26%_ No

0___ don’t know/no opinion

13. Now, please rate the importance of the protection of the following resources within the County, on a scale of 1-5, with 5 being very important and 1 being not very important:

	
	(low)                                     (high)
	Don’t know

	Farmland


	1
2
3
4
5

3%      3%       13%    25%     55%
	6

1%

	Drinking water quality


	1
2
3
4
5

1%     1%      2%       9%       87%
	6

0

	Public access to water (i.e.  fishing, boating, kayaking)
	1
2
3
4
5

2%     3%      20%      30%     45%
	6

1%

	Historically significant sites


	1
2
3
4
5

2%     4%      15%      28%    51%
	6

0

	Trails and recreational areas
	1
2
3
4
5

2%     5%       15%      32%    46%
	6

1%

	Scenic views


	1
2
3
4
5

2%      5%      19%      29%     44%
	6

0

	Wildlife


	1
2
3
4
5

3%     6%       16%     26%     49%
	6

0


A Green Infrastructure Plan is currently being developed for Saratoga County. This plan would provide a framework for future development and ensure the protection of natural areas within the County.  Recommendations focus on four areas: Natural Areas; Trails and Recreation; Farmland; and Historical and Cultural Gateways. 

I’m going to read a few of the recommendations to the draft plan. For each, please tell me whether you support or oppose the recommendation, on a scale of  1 to 5, with 5 meaning strongly support and 1 meaning strongly oppose:

14. Establish a farmland protection program that will provide focused assistance in retaining farm businesses, and long term conservation of farmland.

Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know/

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support
no opinion

1

2

3

4

5


6

2%

3%

12%

26%

57%


1%

15.Implement a countywide recreational trail network. 

Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know/

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support
no opinion

1

2

3

4

5


6

4%

5%

22%

32%

36%


1%

16. Expand Saratoga County’s funding for open space and trails.

Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know/

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support
no opinion

1

2

3

4

5


6

5%

5%

20%

27%

41%


1%

17. Create a Conservation Partnership that would involve Saratoga County, local municipalities, non-profits and corporate partners to achieve goals of Green Infrastructure Plan.

Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know/

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support
no opinion

1

2

3

4

5


6

3%

5%

15%

27%

48%


2%

To adequately fund such Natural Areas; Trails and Recreation; Farmland; and Historical and Cultural Gateways projects, there are some potential funding sources being identified. 

Now, please tell me if you support or oppose these potential funding sources for the Green Infrastructure Plan, again on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 meaning strongly support and 1 meaning strongly oppose:

18. Committing funds from current County surplus:

Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support


1

2

3

4

5


6

5%

5%

17%

30%

41%


2%

19. Bonding at the town, city or village level; which is when a municipality borrows to raise capital for community supported activities:

Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support

1

2

3

4

5


6

13%

14%

28%

27%

16%


2%

20. Imposing a Real Estate Transfer Fee of less than one percent of the sale price on real estate that sells at above average home prices. The funds would be used exclusively for the protection of open space including parks and trails, natural habitat protection and protecting water quality.  For example, with an average sales price of $200,000, if a house sells at $250,000, then the total fee would amount to $375. 
Strongly 


No 



Strongly
Don’t know

Oppose
Oppose
opinion
Support
Support


1

2

3

4

5


6

20%

13%

15%

24%

26%


2%

21. 
Have you heard of an organization called Saratoga PLAN, or Saratoga Preserving Land and Nature? 

26%_ Yes
72%_ No (skip to 19)

2%_ don’t know (skip to 19)

22. (If yes to 21) What do you perceive as the primary mission of the organization? Would you say:

11%___ Protection of open land resources

13%___ serving as an advocate for community open space

62%___ both of these

  6%___ or something else? (please name): _____________

  8%___ don’t know

23. (If yes to 21) Where do you think Saratoga P.L.A.N. should focus its efforts?

27%__Buy more open space

  5%__Build new trails

38%__Help communities plan for growth

22%__Promote parks and recreation for tourism and economic growth

 9%__don’t know/no opinion

Demographics:

19. 
Is your household income:


20%_ under $50,000
40%_ $50,000 – 99,000
27%_ $100,000 and up
12%_ref

20.
Do you have school-age children living home? 
30%_ yes
69%_ no
1%_ref

21. your age:

8%_ under 29

43%_ 30-54

47%_ 55+
1%_ref
22. Are you currently enrolled to vote as a Democrat, a Republican, an Independent (ROTATE CHOICES) or as a member of another political party?

23%_ Democrat    42%_ Republican
20%_ no party (independent) 

  6%_ (other)
          8%___ refused

23. gender (not asked):
48%_ M
52%_ F    
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